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putes among themselves and between them and
the Government of India. But apart from
this the maintenance of the rights of the
minorities and of other guaranteed interests
also demands the establishment of a Supreme
Court as the guardian of the constitution.
15. It may be asked, What does British India
stand to gain by the suggested concessions to
the states ? The answer is that nothing in the
nature of a concession has been recommended;
what has been recommended is the acceptance
of the guarantees which the states must neces-
sarily demand, and which are their due, if it is
desired to create a united India. The people
of British India have no rights of paramountcy
over the states. A self-governing British India
with responsible government would have to
be content with formal and friendly relations
with the neighbouring Indian States. If such
a position be deemed satisfactory it would not
be necessary to examine our suggestions. If,
on the other hand, it be desired to unite India
into a single progressive Commonwealth, the
two parts of India must be united in one
common organisation. Such a common or-
ganisation can only result if either British
India annexes the states or if it unites with